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387. Mr G R Morgan (DA) to ask the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs:

(1

(2)

(3)

REPLY:

(1)(a)

(1)(b)

Whether her department will release the water monitoring reports from the waste
pits on land owned by her department in Hammarsdale, KwaZulu-Natal; if not, (a)
why not and (b) why is there a need to have a public meeting before the water
monitoring reports can be released; if so, when;

whether her department intends (a)(i) rehabilitating and (i) fencing the entire site,
(b) improving firebreaks and {c) installing warning signs in isiZulu around the site; if
not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details;

whether she will visit the site to acquaint herself with the relevant issues; if not, why
not; if so, when? NWA459E
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Yes, results of the Water Monitoring Analysis of the ponds that were operated by
My Department will be released.

My Department deems it appropriate to inform the local community about the
results of the monitoring as they live the closest to the ponds. My Department
has a responsibility to inform the public if mercury from the siudge ponds hasfis
likely to have any adverse impacts on the Shongweni Dam. The meeting is
scheduled to take place by the end of March 2010 pending confirmation of the
date with all parties involved.

(2)(a)(i) Yes, My Department intends to rehabilitate this site to ensure public safety

around the site. Temporary remedial measures were implemented by my
Department during the 2005/08 financial year, but such measures could not be
completed due to budgetary constraints.

(2)(@)(i)) Yes, My Department intends to fence the pond areas.

(2)(b)
(2)(c)

(3

The existing firebreaks have been improved.

English warning signs have been placed however isiZulu warning signs are stit
to be placed.

My Department's Regional Office: KwaZulu-Natal officials have adequately
briefed me on the matter and are currently in the process of addressing the
matter.
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